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I will be speak ing from the let ter writ ten by James to the Churches at large.
James is con sid ered to be the half-brother of Je sus by most. He was def i -
nitely a prom i nent el der in Je ru sa lem. This epis tle ac tu ally pre dated all the

Pau line epis tles, 45-50 AD. Be fore Romans and Co rin thi ans were writ ten, this
doc u ment was al ready in circulation. A lot of the verses in this book have com -
mon He brew met a phors that are played on and this makes it tough to trans late.
James is also con sid ered one of the wis dom books in the bi ble, Prov erbs be ing
the other most noted one.

He starts out by in tro duc ing him self and to whom he is writ ing the let ter,
the He brews in Je ru sa lem and also all those through out the known world. There
is an ob vi ous con cern on his heart about the be hav ior of Chris tians and how we
should be have. What is it that is go ing to get us through? What kind of ex pec ta -
tions do we have for the New Tes ta ment be liever and how he and she should
walk in it? He starts off in James chap ter one, verse two.

Count it All Joy . Chris tian Be hav ior

2 My breth ren, count it all joy when you fall into var i ous tri als, 3 know ing 
that the test ing of your faith pro duces pa tience. 4 But let pa tience have its
per fect work, . . .

Pa tience is n’t enough; you have to have its per fect work.

. . .  that you may be per fect and com plete, lack ing noth ing. 

We know that we all have a ways to go to be con formed into the im age of
Christ (Romans 8). It is in ter est ing that this verse co mes up here as the pur pose
for the tri als that we go through. Why am I go ing through this? I prayed this just
yes ter day! Right?! Why do we have to go through these things? 

Most of us who are get ting older think of our tri als as phys i cal ones of just 
grow ing old. How ever most of what James is go ing to ad dress in this let ter has
noth ing to do with the phys i cal or heal ing values, ex cept for the very few last
verses. All the rest is talk ing about how we be have and what causes the tri als. He 
is out lin ing for us the be hav ior which is go ing to cause you to un der stand what it 
is to be con formed into the im age of Christ. In James’ mind it is n’t good enough
for you to just come to the Lord but you need to be washed. We know that in wa -
ter bap tism our sins are washed away, but we still have to die to the deeds of the
flesh as it says in Romans.

So there is a ways to go con cern ing the things we have to do and the
things we should NOT do. These be liev ers to whom he is writ ing al ready be -
lieved in the Lord. James never men tions in this let ter about the res ur rec tion and
the sec ond com ing of Christ be cause that is taken for granted. Mary and Mar tha
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knew about the res ur rec tion when they talked about bring ing Laz a rus back to
life. They al ready knew those kinds of doc trines. It was in trin sic in the He brew
faith. So Je sus did n’t have to men tion it again. (But Je sus did need to men tion to
Mar tha what she needed.)

How to Pros per from the Tri als . Ask

5 If any of you lacks wis dom, . . .

In the nat u ral we think that we have to work hard for it. We have to study
and seek hard. But Je sus says, “No. The only thing you have to do is . . .”

. . . let him ask of God, who gives to all lib er ally and with out re proach,
and it will be given to him.

So what are the con di tions for wis dom? Ask for it! How many times do
we for get to ask? It is like we are get ting through this trial by hang ing on and for -
get to ask for wis dom. I’m guilty, guilty as charged. Well that is why we are be -
ing con formed into the im age of Christ. That is why the char ac ter of Christ is so
im por tant. Be cause there was n’t ever a time when Je sus did n’t ask the Fa ther for 
wis dom.

When they asked Je sus what should we do with this woman caught in
adul tery, He knelt down and was wait ing for things to un fold, the wis dom of
God to come and then He said, “Let he who is with out sin cast the first stone.”
What more wis dom could He have had than that?

Faith

. . . let him ask of God, who gives to all lib er ally and with out re proach,
and it will be given to him.  6 But let him ask in faith, . . .

This is the first time James talks about faith as a pro cess not just a faith in
know ing God, but faith as a pro cess of hope. There is a faith that needs to be nur -
tured and built up in us. There is an as pect here in which we need to en cour age
each other. What has God been do ing al ready this morn ing through body min is -
try? En cour ag ing us in the very things that we go through in life.

. . . with no doubt ing, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven
and tossed by the wind.

Be lieve me, the waves have no mind of their own. They just let it hap pen. 

 7 For let not that man sup pose that he will re ceive any thing from the
Lord; 8 he is a dou ble-minded man, un sta ble in all his ways.

So we need to en cour age one an other. When we come to the Lord, that’s
how we should come. I don’t know how many times I hear peo ple’s tes ti mo nies, 
whether it is in a home group or in ca sual con ver sa tion, and they say “this” is
what the Lord wants and then they come with the cir cum stance. I can see the
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doubt, but also see them feed ing the doubt. I can see them nur tur ing it. “This
thing is so evil. This thing is so dark. There does n’t seem to be any hope.” I
think, “Whoa, which side of the boat are you on? Cast the net out on the other
side.” 

I’m go ing to read James’ let ter in the con text of our Chris tian be hav ior.
There are ways that we can be in the tri als and be vic to ri ous over them, not only
vic to ri ous but to have that joy that he is talk ing about. It is so im por tant that we
don’t lose that hope, our joy set be fore us. How many peo ple have lost their joy? 
It is so easy to do. It is the first tar get of the en emy in your life. Sa tan thinks he
may not be able to get to you but he can steal a lit tle bit of your joy. 

Tri als are from the Temp ta tions of Our Own De sires

 12Blessed is the man who en dures temp ta tion;

I don’t want to en dure. I want to be de liv ered out from it! The first rea son
you are go ing through a trial is be cause there is some thing in you that has a
temp ta tion el e ment. A por tion of the trial has some thing the en emy can get at in
your heart, that’s tempt ing you away from the way, the truth and the life. 

12 . . . for when he has been ap proved, he will re ceive the crown of life
which the Lord has prom ised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say
when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God can not be tempted
by evil, nor does He Him self tempt any one. 14 But each one is tempted
when he is drawn away by his own de sires and en ticed.

So some of the tri als, not all but some, maybe most tri als have to do with
God get ting at those “things,” those de sires that en tice you away from God. So,
in the trial you should be look ing and think ing, “What is God say ing in this?”
You al ready know what the en emy is say ing, “Let’s get him away from God.”
But what you want to find out is what God is say ing in this thing. 

15 Then, when de sire has con ceived, . . .

We may think, “It’s not so bad. It’s just a lit tle sin.” What is a lit tle sin? I
don’t even know what that means. I’ve used this anal ogy be fore but I was a foot -
ball freak. When I was in col lege, I watched ev ery sin gle game on tele vi sion. I
did n’t miss a one. I knew all the play ers and all the con tend ers. If my team lost I
was dev as tated! I even tu ally re al ized that I had been en ticed. You could say,
“Foot ball is not a sin.” I can go to a foot ball game now with no prob lem, but
when things come to en tice you, they have a way of get ting in and tak ing hold.
This is what James is say ing.

15 Then, when de sire has con ceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it
is full-grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not be de ceived, my be loved
breth ren. 17 Ev ery good gift and ev ery per fect gift is from above, and co -
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mes down from the Fa ther of lights, with whom there is no vari a tion or
shadow of turn ing. 

Now that is a He brew phrase, “no shadow of turn ing.” Does that make
any sense in the Eng lish lan guage? But it makes sense in our heart be cause you
have the Holy Spirit. In Him there is no shadow of turn ing. Is n’t that good!

18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, 

How did He bring us forth? By the word of His truth. So in that cir cum -
stance, in that trial, He wants to bring to your heart the truth of what is in there,
in your heart. And, you are go ing to see the truth of what is go ing on in the trial
and the cir cum stance. That’s al most be side the point. Re mem ber he says,
“Count it joy,” be cause it is con form ing you into the im age and char ac ter of
Christ. 

. . . that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His crea tures.

We’ve heard that be fore in other con text. 

What Qual i ties Are Needed in Tri als
Patience

PATIENCE is not re spond ing in an ger. Oh, oh. Some times it re ally both -
ers me when I see other peo ple re spond to things in an ger when they should n’t.
But it does n’t bother me so much when I do it. True? So when you see some body 
else hav ing road rage and here they go, you back away. But when it in volves
you, you think, “Oh well, he de served that.” 

19 So then, my be loved breth ren, let ev ery man be swift to hear, slow to
speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not pro duce the righ -
teous ness of God.

So put it away. What do you do with an ger? You die to it. It’s hu man an -
ger; just die to it. Put it away. That’s a part of the old man you left in the wa ter’s
of bap tism. Don’t let it take ahold of you. Then James says:

Filth i ness
21 There fore lay aside all filth i ness and over flow of wick ed ness, . . .

Why are you go ing through such tri als? Be cause there is some thing filthy 
in you that needs to be put aside, an over flow of wick ed ness. And over flow
means it is be ing man i fested. 

. . .  and re ceive with meek ness the im planted word, which is able to save
your souls.
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The meek ness of God is not some thing that is to be de spised. We say,
“Why can’t the word just come to some of these guys in Con gress and blow them
away!” 

You know there are peo ple who pray in Con gress and in the Sen ate! I go
to Twit ter now be cause I have Mark Rubio as one of those I love to fol low. Al -
most ev ery day he gives a scrip ture and a good one that is very poi gnant to cur -
rent sit u a tions. Before he even says any thing about the Re pub li cans or
Dem o crats or Ven e zuela, he first says some thing from the bi ble ei ther from the
old or new tes ta ment. He re ally seems to know his scrip ture! So God has a way
of bring ing forth a man of God. Some times they are not go ing to be as dem on -
stra tive and bois ter ous as some, but their meek ness and the word planted in
them is go ing to be true and on the mark and on the tar get. It will not miss or re -
turn void. It will not come back with out fruit.

Now if you be lieve that, that means it is also true for your self. The word
of God is im por tant. 

Be Do ers Not Hear ers Only

22 But be do ers of the word, and not hear ers only, . . .

I could say that over and over. We should write a song about that.

. . . de ceiv ing your selves.

How do we de ceive our selves? By hear ing some thing and not do ing it.
Who’s guilty? We all are. You re mem ber I’ve used the 80/20 par al lel. There are
some state ments that have 100% truth, some 80% and some even less. Maybe
you are do ing pretty well but there is a per cent age of part of you that still needs
to die, the old na ture. 

23 For if any one is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man
ob serv ing his nat u ral face in a mir ror; 24 for he ob serves him self, goes
away, and im me di ately for gets what kind of man he was.

Now when I look into the mir ror in the morn ing, (you may laugh) I say,
“There he is the ‘man of God.’ ” Then I laugh! Go ahead, laugh. I al ways smirk a 
lit tle bit, but the Lord says, “Oh no. It’s true.” Does God an swer you in the mir -
ror? He brings me right to this scrip ture. I walk away and say okay, “I’m a man
of God this morn ing.” I take my pills, what ever, brush my teeth, shave my face.
I’m ready for the world. My shoes are tied, ready to preach the word. I leave the
mir ror and I for get who I am. That’s some one who knows but does n’t do the
word. If you don’t do it, you are like that man. So this morn ing when I looked
into the mir ror and smiled and smirked, I said, “No, I am a man of God!” Amen.

The Lord con firmed this. I told Him I did n’t want to teach out of the book
of James. But just re cently I was in the Fort Laud er dale air port and this man co -
mes up next to us and starts talk ing. His wife Anna just went back to Ven e zuela
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(cri sis there in 2019) to get out two chil dren en rolled in col lege there that she is
try ing to get out. It is go ing to take a mir a cle to get them out. My wife Cheryl
said, “We’ll pray for you.” He said, “Def i nitely. Pray.” Later on he asked, “Is
that your hus band? I can tell he is a pas tor.” He looked right at me and said,
“Preach the word!” How pro phetic can that be? How did he know that or any -
thing? He does n’t but the Holy Spirit does and when you look in the mir ror and
the Holy Spirit looks back He is say ing, “You are a man of God, O Gid eon, O
man of valor!” Was Gideon? Well in the Lord’s eyes Gideon had what the Lord
wanted him to do in his bones! He was n’t go ing to fail. He was n’t go ing to
shrink back. He was n’t go ing to seek mercy from the en emy. He was go ing to
seek mercy from God. The grace and mercy of God is what makes these things
hap pen. The Holy Spirit within us is in ev i ta bly drawn upon within us to make
any of this hap pen.

25 But he who looks into the per fect law of lib erty and con tin ues in it, . . .

Is n’t that good? The per fect law of lib erty is what? Grace. When you
look at that and con tinue not do ing it you are a for get ful hearer. But if you are
not,

. . . a for get ful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in
what he does.

Bri dle the Tongue
26 If any one among you thinks he is re li gious, and does not bri dle his
tongue but de ceives his own heart, this one’s re li gion is use less.

Im me di ately he says it is n’t just about what you feel in side, it is what you
say with your mouth.

Nowadays you just go on Facebook and see even half of what peo ple say
and so much of what they’ve writ ten has to be blocked since so much is vile,
filthy lan guage, even if they are try ing to com mu ni cate a good thing. Where
does that come from? It’s crazy. That man’s re li gion is use less. You make it
worth noth ing. 

Good Works
27 Pure and un de filed re li gion be fore God and the Fa ther is this: to visit
or phans and wid ows in their trou ble, and to keep one self un spot ted from
the world.

It has noth ing to do with vile ness. It is to do some thing, to keep one self
un spot ted from the world. Lis ten, you can’t tell dirty jokes any more. You are
not al lowed to swear and con stantly re fer to gen i ta lia and the phys i cal body. The 
hu man race seems to be en am ored by it. It is crazy, silly stuff! You might think it
does n’t mean any thing. Yes it does to the Lord. It is filthy. What God wants you
to have is love from your heart, and that will bring forth good work. If we con -
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tinue to just spew out evil and evil lan guage, it is n’t just words. It is what is com -
ing out in in tent as well. Hello, the Lord asked me to pray for gov er nor Cuomo.
I’m not re ally up to this. “Lord, pick some one else.” Oh dear now I’m in trou ble. 
Out of my heart co mes, “Lord, judge this man. Lord, take him down; I don’t care 
how far, as far as you can!” But the Lord’s heart is mercy and kind ness, res cu -
ing. We read that later on in the same let ter. The Lord’s heart is so dif fer ent. Let’s 
go ahead a lit tle.

5 19 Breth ren, if any one among you wan ders from the truth, and some one
turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sin ner from the er ror
of his way will save a soul from death and cover a mul ti tude of sins.

Wow. Back to 1:27.

. . . and to keep one self un spot ted from the world.

That means it is a con tin u ing task. Do I still have to do that. Yes, I do. 

Par tial ity, James Chap ter Two

2 1My breth ren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Je sus Christ, the Lord of
glory, with par tial ity.

So the next thing he talks about in your tri als is par tial ity, and I think this
is a good one to talk about. A lot of tri als that I hear about re sult from de i fy ing or
el e vat ing men or women to a place where they should n’t be. An other words
look ing to some one as better than oth ers.

 2 For if there should come into your as sem bly a man with gold rings, in
fine ap parel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3

and you pay at ten tion to the one wear ing the fine clothes and say to him,
“You sit here in a good place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand
there,” or, “Sit here at my foot stool,” 4 have you not shown par tial ity
among your selves, and be come judges with evil thoughts?

So James does n’t say it is just bad. He says it is evil! This par tial ity that
we dis play is more sub tle in our cur rent cul ture. For in stance, how many peo ple
are wear ing jeans to day. Maybe you don’t like jeans. Maybe you don’t like a lot
of things, for in stance the way a per son talks. That par tial ity is what has just
crop ped up in you. I don’t know how many times my trial pro cess co mes from
my boss or some of the doc tors I know, the ones I re vere, the ones I am look ing
to for ap proval. I’m look ing for a hand out for my next raise or what ever it might
be. But the Lord says, “Well, what about the man who just walked in who can’t
even hold his urine and is a mess? What about him? Are you go ing to go see him
to day? He smells, does n’t take care of him self. Are you go ing to go see him to -
day?” “Yes. Yes, Lord, I will.” Let’s skip to verse four teen:
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Faith with out Works is Dead
14 What does it profit, my breth ren, if some one says he has faith but does
not have works? Can faith save him?

Most of us would say, “Well if it is the faith in the Lord Je sus and the
blood of Je sus Christ, yes.” But it is n’t just about that. That faith brings forth
some thing. 

15 If a brother or sis ter is na ked and des ti tute of daily food, 16 and one of
you says to them, “De part in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do
not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it
profit? 17 Thus also faith by it self, if it does not have works, is dead.

So this is re ally one of the most con tro ver sial scrip tures in the ref or ma -
tion. In the ref or ma tion it was n’t about works at all; it was about faith. Faith is
what saves you. But what James is say ing here is that faith is pre cip i tous. It has
con se quences that fol low it. You can no lon ger see a brother or sis ter who is in
need and say, “God bless you. I’ll pray for you,” and walk away. But if that faith
in you is a true faith, it is go ing to be in sep a ra ble, can not be torn away from the
ac tions of love, mercy and kind ness in a real tan gi ble way. It does n’t mean the
Church has to be rel e vant to the world. It means the world has to be rel e vant to
the Church. But when the Church is in the world and sur rounded by the world,
which we in deed are, there are needs set be fore us we know God Him self has set
be fore us. There are other needs set around us and we know that God has not set
them be fore us to do. But there are good works that God has for us to do. Amen.

The Untamable Tongue, James Chap ter Three

3 1 My breth ren, let not many of you be come teach ers, . . .

Why? Be cause the teach ers are go ing to be talk ing a lot about scrip ture.
They are go ing to be quot ing truth. They are go ing to be quot ing ab so lutes and
their lives have to mea sure up. They are go ing to have a stricter judg ment. So,
what we say does make a dif fer ence. My ques tion is, “Are you called to be a
teacher?” Well, ev ery one of us is called to be a teacher. In fact, does a mother
not teach her chil dren? Does a fa ther not teach his sons and daugh ters? Of
course they do. What are we teach ing them? The wis dom and the char ac ter of
God in the bib li cal con text, the word of God. We have them some times mem o -
rize scrip ture, more im por tantly, to learn the char ac ter of Christ. 

Heav enly Ver sus De monic Wis dom
There is a wis dom that we ask for from God, but it is not the wis dom of

men. Lis ten.
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13 Who is wise and un der stand ing among you? Let him show by good con -
duct that his works are done in the meek ness of wis dom. 14 But if you have
bit ter envy . . .

He’s talk ing to the Church here. He is not speak ing to un be liev ers. A
Church filled with grace, mercy and lovingkindness. 

14 . . . but if you have bit ter envy and self-seek ing in your hearts, do not
boast and lie against the truth.

This is an exam time to look at your heart. Most of our ten den cies are to
say, “Oh, it is not there.” 

15 This wis dom does not de scend from above, but is earthly, sen sual, de -
monic.

That’s a pretty strong char ac ter is tic of that kind of wis dom!

16 For where envy and self-seek ing ex ist, con fu sion and ev ery evil thing
are there. 

So that speaks of a brother go ing through some tri als and we could think
that what God is ul ti mately try ing to get at are those things which we would con -
sider wise, or those things the world would con sider wise. You see, we have
been im printed by the world, by grade school, ju nior high. You’ve been im -
printed by your friends, by the peers you grew up with to have a cer tain clas sic
wis dom. Ex am ple: fair ness. How many times have we heard, “That’s not fair!”
in the play ground, in pre-school, in ju nior high. Col lege? “That’s not fair!”
Grad u ate school, “That’s def i nitely not fair.” We are pre-set to know some thing
about fair ness but the wis dom of God says that it does n’t have to be fair to the
world at all. It might even be very un fair for you to go through this par tic u lar
trial or trib u la tion. How ever, the char ac ter of Christ that it is bring ing out in you
will go be yond the worldly con cept of fair ness. 

We need to be de liv ered from this. James did not just say we should be de -
liv ered from it, but we need to con front it. 

17 But the wis dom that is from above is first pure, then peace able,  . . .

Do you want to know if it is wis dom from God or the wis dom of men?
What is it do ing to your heart? Is it pure, peace able?

. . . gen tle, will ing to yield, . . .

Some times God says not to yield but be willing to yield. We don’t go in
there with all our guns loaded and ready to fire, but be will ing to hold off.

. . . full of mercy and good fruits, with out par tial ity and with out hy poc -
risy.
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I have been there. I have been in con fer ences and meet ings where all they
wanted to do was de stroy oth ers or my self. I had to come into the place in meek -
ness, not in an ger. 

18 Now the fruit of righ teous ness is sown in peace by those who make
peace.

That’s for you. It’s not go ing to come from the world. You think, “Oh if I
could only change the heart of this per son, my tri als would be over.” The Lord
says, “That’s im ma te rial.” The heart He wants to change is yours. James low ers
his guns again to the He brew be liev ers and now to us, the Gen tiles. 

Pride Pro motes Strife . the State of World Af fairs

4  1Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come
from your de sires for plea sure that war in your mem bers? 

James is say ing there is some thing in you that needs to die. 

 2 You lust and do not have. You mur der and covet and can not ob tain. You
fight and war. Yet you do not have be cause you do not ask. 

You did n’t even ask.

3 You ask and do not re ceive, be cause you ask amiss, that you may spend
it on your plea sures.

Why did n’t God an swer your prayer? There is prob a bly some thing in
your heart, to spend it on your plea sures. You just want things to go your own
way. “I don’t want to be in this trial! I just want things to go my way.”

4Adul ter ers and adul ter esses! Do you not know that friend ship with the
world is en mity with God?

Now James is say ing it like it is. It is the friend ship with world that causes 
most of this prob lem. The friend ship with the world is en mity with God. Re -
mem ber what Je sus said, “Why are you sur prised that the world hates you?
They hated Me first.” Mike Pence our Vice Pres i dent was say ing that yes ter day
to the grad u at ing class at Lib erty Acad emy (2019). They are not go ing to be as
blessed as Chris tians in the fu ture en vi ron ment they are headed to. They are go -
ing to be rid i culed for their faith. And we are too. If I got up and read this ser mon 
in the New York as sem bly right now, you can imag ine what would hap pen! I
might even be ar rested for a “hate speech.” 

Who ever there fore wants to be a friend of the world makes him self an en -
emy of God. 

That says it just like it is. Do you want be a friend of the world? You are
go ing to be an en emy of God. How can both of those ex ist? In many Chris tian’s
lives it does exit. That’s why the trial is there!
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Sub mit and Re sist the Devil

 5 Or do you think that the Scrip ture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells
in us yearns jeal ously”? 6 But He gives more grace. There fore He says:

“God re sists the proud, But gives grace to the hum ble.”

This re fers to Prov erb 3:44. God re sists the proud. There is some thing in
us that wants to be right in this trial, some thing in us that wants to win. Maybe
God wants us to lose! I might not be happy about that. Why did n’t you win?
Why did n’t you choose that di rec tion? You would have been better off. Maybe
God is n’t con cerned about your win ning or los ing. God is con cerned about the
eter nal things in your heart, not just in this world but in the world to come. 

10 Hum ble your selves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

Hu mil ity, mis takes. We have dis cussed why but now he points out some
real mis takes you might make.

Mis takes

11 Do not speak evil of one an other, breth ren. 

That’s a big mis take. He’s not talk ing about the world now. He’s talk ing
about you and me. For in stance, “You know I re ally love Wayne as an el der, BUT 
. . . Let me point out his faults.” I may know his faults but I should n’t point them
out. I don’t like it when he points them out about me un less of course the Lord
might lead him to point out a few things in my life that need to change, be cause
he is a fel low el der and I have given him the lib erty to so. But here it says,
“Don’t speak evil of one an other.” And that evil means with the in tent to de -
stroy. 

11 He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of
the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of
the law but a judge. 12 There is one Law giver, who is able to save and to
de stroy.

Who is that? Our Lord and Sav ior Je sus Christ. 

Who are you to judge an other? 

Amen. 

Boast ing about To mor row

13 Come now, you who say, “To day or to mor row we will go to such and
such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 where
as you do not know what will hap pen to mor row.
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You are in the mid dle of a trial and you say, “Oh, I am go ing to go on va -
ca tion! I need a va ca tion. It’s not al ways go ing to be like this; My 401 K will
come in. It is not al ways go ing to be like this; I will have an other de gree. It is not
al ways go ing to be this way; The trial will change and it will be a new day.” You 
don’t even un der stand the whole pic ture. You don’t know what’s go ing to hap -
pen to mor row. I thought to day was go ing to be a nice sunny day. That fore cast is 
busted. My dad was a weath er man and when he busted a fore cast he got all
gloomy. I’m not so gloomy be cause this scrip ture is true. Here is the per spec -
tive,  your life ver sus eter nity. We see our life on a day to day ba sis. Mir ror in the
morn ing, pil low at night. That’s how we see our life. 

The scrip ture says, “No, no. There is a dif fer ent way of mea sur ing your
life. But what is your life? It is a va por that ap pears for a lit tle time!” Oh great,
I’m a va por.

For what is your life? It is even a va por that ap pears for a lit tle time and
then van ishes away. 15 In stead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills,  we
shall live and do this or that.”

The will and the pur poses and in tent of God’s heart ought to be fore most
in your heart. And that’s why we pray. That’s why we are com mit ted to God.
That’s why we en cour age one an other. That’s why we gather to gether on
Sunday morn ings and in home groups and don’t miss a mo ment when the Holy
Spirit can en cour age us. 

 16 But now you boast in your ar ro gance. All such boast ing is evil.

Now, I don’t know too many peo ple would say that in our world to day.
They would say, “This is a better time for you. We are go ing to have an other
four years of the next pres i dent or what ever Party you want to pick. Things will
get better; things will change. I will just move to an other coun try, etc.” But
James says that is n’t just the world im print ing on you; it is evil! That’s evil be -
cause it misses the mark of what you are made for in eter nity. You are made for
some thing more than this. Af ter your body is gone, your spirit will still be alive.
When Je sus co mes back in the Res ur rec tion, you will be res ur rected in a glo ri -
fied body. I’m look ing for ward to that. How old do you want to be then? 29, 39?
I don’t care. Pick one. That glo ri fied body will be strong though. It is go ing to be 
able to do things I never thought of. What ever you can imag ine, it is go ing to be
better. That is the eter nal na ture that God wants for you, not what is go ing to
hap pen here on earth. What did He say to the Thessalonians? Oh by the way it
may not get better for you here, but when Je sus co mes the judg ment will come.
“Oh great, I have to wait un til the judg ment to get over this trial?” Ex actly! 

17 There fore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is
sin.

Sin, in this con text of “let’s just wish our life away.” So we know what is
good. We have good works to do, but if we don’t do it, to him it is sin. When my
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fa ther was dy ing af ter a stroke, his at ten tion span was about twenty sec onds. I
know that be cause he could n’t watch a com mer cial from the be gin ning to the
end. They were about thirty sec onds long. He said, “Why does the Lord still
have me here? Why am I still here? I should be gone.” I said, “I feel pretty good
about giv ing you this lec ture, dad, for a change af ter all the ones you have given
to me. But num ber one you are not God. And you know what you can still do.
There are good works for you to do.” He asked, “What good work?” What good 
work could he do in a hos pi tal bed with a stroke? What would God’s will be for
him to have any good work? He would n’t re mem ber the scrip tures. He would n’t 
be able to give you the char ac ter of Christ maybe. If he could n’t even do all that,
the thing he could do was to smile! He al ways had a wit and was able to en cour -
age peo ple. He could al ways do that. So I said, “Well, with that nurse that co mes 
and takes care of you ev ery day, you can make her smile.” Right? That is the
work that God had set be fore him if he did n’t do it, there would be sin. And that
is ex actly what I said to him. You know what? He smiled with un der stand ing
which caused me to smile. Amen.

Rich Op pres sors will be Judged

5  1Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your mis er ies that are com ing
upon you! 2 Your riches are cor rupted, and your gar ments are
moth-eaten.

We look at the riches and say, “Oh boy, if I only could have “x” num ber of 
dol lars or I could only have this or that. . .” James says, “Your riches are cor -
rupt and your gar ments are moth-eaten.” Is n’t that an echo of what Da vid says
in the psalms over an over again. He says all those things that we think are so
won der ful in the world, in God’s eyes, they are just rot ting trash. 

Pa tient and Per se ver ing

7 There fore be pa tient, . . .

I am pa tient! Un til when? Un til the com ing of the Lord. His pa tience is
long en dur ing. 

. . . See how the farmer waits for the pre cious fruit of the earth, wait ing
pa tiently for it un til it re ceives the early and lat ter rain. 8 You also be pa -
tient. Es tab lish your hearts, for the com ing of the Lord is at hand.

The com ing of the Lord will hap pen even in the be gin ning, in the midst of 
your tri als and trib u la tion. 

Grum bling

9 Do not grum ble against one an other, breth ren, . . .

Not only ‘don’t speak evil” but don’t grum ble.
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. . . lest you be con demned.

Oaths

12. . . my breth ren, do not swear, ei ther by heaven or by earth or with any
other oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes,” and your “No,” “No,” lest you
fall into judg ment.

Don’t just swear be cause that might be a great thing to do, to make an
oath be fore God or on the bi ble. Your words should be true, ei ther yes or no.
Then lastly James fin ishes up with heal ing and phys i cal suf fer ing.

So lu tions to Tri als . Pray ing

13 Is any one among you suf fer ing? Let him pray. Is any one cheer ful? Let
him sing psalms. 14 Is any one among you sick? Let him call for the el ders
of the Church, and let them pray over him, anoint ing him with oil in the
name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise him up. . . .

All kinds of things can be in cluded in this. The faith of our Lord Je sus
Christ can show up in this trial no mat ter what it is, phys i cal, men tal or spir i tual.
The Lord will save us in ways only He can do. 

. . . And if he has com mit ted sins, he will be for given. 

Sins are al ways there to be for given, aren’t they? Is there sin that He can -
not for give? If there is, they are few and far be tween. Most of the ones that I can
think of are the sins you em brace when you re fuse to give up. 

Con fes sion of the Sin

This next one is an in ter est ing one. This is why we have home groups,
why we have re la tion ship with other Chris tians. Is it easy to be a Chris tians
with out other Chris tians? No, you can’t.

16 Con fess your tres passes to one an other, and pray for one an other, that
you may be healed.

Part of the heal ing that God has for us, the whole ness of the scrip ture in
the con text of the Holy Spirit within us, is that we min is ter to one an other in the
body of Christ. Is n’t that what we were do ing this morn ing as one by one, peo ple 
came up and shared the mercy and tes ti mony of God in our lives? When Helen
was suf fer ing and some times not here, she still wants to give her tes ti mony. The
Lord is not go ing to let her go! Once you have seen Helen’s smile when she says
that, you will never be the same per son again. 

The ef fec tive, fer vent prayer of a righ teous man avails much. 

H ow much? Eli jah was hu man flesh just like ours.
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17 Eli jah was a man with a na ture like ours, and he prayed ear nestly that
it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six
months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth
pro duced its fruit.

Woah. Do you have that kind of prayer? Do you have that kind of faith?
He is say ing, “You do!” Amen. 

Sum ma tion

So in all the things that James has taught us this morn ing, he has taught us
how to be have as Chris tians. He has taught us what to do and what not to do.
None of it is easy. The Holy Spirit says, “If you are yoked with the Lord, His bur -
den is easy and His yoke is light.” So it can be come since all of the tools for you
are here, for you to not just go through the trial but to pros per in it. To pros per in
the trial. The in tent of the en emy is for you to die, wither and fade away. The in -
tent of the Lord is for you to pros per. The Lord says, “The world has evil in tent
for you but I have plans for you,” says the Lord. “I have plans for you and they
are not evil, but that you would be rich and pros per.” Those are the plans the
Lord has for us. And that is why we count it ALL joy when we go through the
tri als.

There are some tri als I have gone through, I don’t want to go through
again. Ab so lutely do not want to have an other kid ney stone. I ab so lutely do not
want to be di ag nosed with pros trate can cer again. Ab so lutely do not want it! I
ab so lutely do not want to go through blad der can cer again. Don’t want it. Don’t
want to be there. The pain was n’t of those things. The pain was in my heart since 
the very first thing I think of is that I’ve been be trayed. But God im me di ately co -
mes and His Holy Spirit says, “That is NOT true. No mat ter what I put you
through phys i cally, you are able to en dure.” Is that right? He has n’t put any -
thing in front of us that He has n’t equipped us to be able to go through in mercy,
lov ing kind ness and grace of our Lord Je sus Christ. Not un der the Law, not un -
der some per son’s teach ing, but un der the word of God which will not go
forth void. Amen.

Now if you are go ing through a trial and need prayer, let’s stand up we’ll
pray: Lord, we con fess to You that we are like those old beans in the back
of the re frig er a tor. Some times there is stuff there we just don’t want any
more. The tri als that we are go ing through, we don’t want to go through
them. We pray that You would lead us not into temp ta tion but de liver us
from the evil one. That is a good prayer. We don’t shirk from that. We ask
for wis dom in the sit u a tions we are in. We ask for the word of God that we 
heard this morn ing, to not honor men or the wis dom of this world, but we
would look to wards You, the foun da tion of our faith. We would look to
You, the Holy Spirit within us, to You to save us, to make us whole and to
make us pros per. 
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Lord, that the word would n’t just stop with us but in that trial we would
in fect those around us even in the world. They would see the inprintation
of the word of God and not the wis dom of men, that they would see the
inprint of the Holy One that came upon this earth and walked upon this
earth, our Lord and Sav ior Je sus Christ, who was res ur rected for the
very pur pose for us to be here this morn ing, not in di sas ter but in vic tory! 
Vic tory not just in the cir cum stances but through the cir cum stance,
bring ing forth the power of the res ur rec tion, the power to roll that stone
away from the grave. The power to come forth and bring life where there
is dark ness. 

In Al bany, let it be. Lord, let your prayer war riors there speak the word of 
truth. In Wash ing ton, let it be. In the World, even the Mid dle-East, where
things can be so ter ri ble we just don’t know. In so many places in the
world, evil is in creas ing. But we are pray ing that the peo ple of God stand
up and be do ers of the word and bring forth the righ teous ness of the gos -
pel of the King dom, that we would not just be here but our prayers would
availeth much. In Je sus’ Name. Amen.
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